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The Next Step 

  

 As many of you know, for the last two years I have been taking part in a program of spiritual formation 

through the Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center. The PrairieFire program is for clergy and lay people who 

want to explore the life of faith through the lens of contemplative Christian practices. Our final project for the 

course was to create what is called a Rule of Life. This terminology comes from the Benedictine Spiritual 

tradition most often associated with life in the monastery. However, in PrairieFire we spent the past two years 

exploring how we can make contemplative living part of our everyday lives as we live in the world outside the 

walls of the cloister. 

 For me, creating a Rule of Life presented many different possibilities. The problem is that many of 

those possibilities involved turning the Rule into a set of rules. Oh, how I crave standards that I can use to 

judge myself! It was so tempting to come up with a checklist rather than a true way of living. With the 

encouragement of my spiritual director I focused instead on finding values to live by rather than rules to 

follow. The seven values I chose came from Joan Chittister's book Illuminated Life: Monastic Wisdom for 

Seekers of Light. In turn, I related these values to seven sources of spiritual energy as described by Kai Mark 

Nilsen in his book Renew Your Life: Discovering the Wellspring of God's Energy.  

 In my presentation to my class, I shared seven different spiritual values that I chose from Joan 

Chittester's Illuminated Life as those that were most important to me. Then, I briefly summarized the main 

ideas from Renew Your Life, focusing on the concept of 'renewable spiritual energy'. In this book Kai Nilsen 

explores the ways in which we can restore the spiritual energy we lose each day by focusing on seven areas 

where the Holy Spirit can give us new energy. In my Rule of Life, I would be mindful of how these values 

intersected with my experiences and at the end of my day I would take time to reflect on how they were 

present for me. (This is a process referred to as Daily Examen). Some days I might find that I have hit several of 

my values. On other days, I might find that I am lacking in energy or enthusiasm for several aspects of the 

Rule. The goal is not to check off all the values each day, but to attempt to keep my life in balance while 

remaining aware of the Holy Spirit in my daily living. 

 In the end, this was a helpful exercise as a well as a needed tool for organizing my spiritual life goals. I 

am sharing this with you not as a pattern for how you should create a Rule of Life, but only as an example of 

what it might look like. I am truly grateful for the encouragement and prayers I have received from the 

congregation during the past two years as I have gone through this program. So here is what you have helped 

me to create through your thoughts and prayers! 

Continued on page 3  
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Attendance

May 1 53

May 8 73

May 15 60

May 22 65

Ministries of Service 
June 

Ushers

5 Mark & Connie Goldsberry

12 Deb Griffin

19 Donna Hall

26 Bracy Hammond

Greeters

5 Randy & Bonnie Nesler

12 Ann Polito

19 Jim & Lynda Richards

26 Verle & Marge Spence

Fellowship

5 Allean DuShane & Ann Polito

12 Gloria Eckert & Heather Peacock

19 Jordyn Eckert & Sophia Eckert

26 Melissa Etcheverry & Bonnie Nesler

Special Music

5 Sandy Hammond & Dave Walker

12 Vacation Bible School

19 Shane Hammond

26 Seth Hammond  
 

If you need to make changes, please find someone 
to trade with.   Changes may be shared for the 

bulletin by calling the church at 989-3426. 
Thank you! 
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Continued from page 1 
 
The values I chose are as follows: 
 
1. Kindness- seeing ourselves for who we are and 
knowing we cannot condemn the other 
 
2. Vision- to do every day what must be done to make 
God present in this place, at this time 
 
3. Dailiness- of doing what needs to be done 
 
4. Beauty- recognizing quality, harmony, truth and 
depth when we see it 
 
5. Community- seeing the Creator in the gleam of the 
Created 
 
6. Work- shaping the world in the image of God 
 
7. Prayer- to fall into the presence of God, to learn to 
live in the presence of God and to absorb the presence 
of God within 
 
These values correspond to the following 
sources of spiritual energy, in numerical order: 
 
1. Grace- receiving the grace of life itself 
 
2. Possibility- the Spirit of God makes possible hope 
for the new things God has already declared 
 
3. Paradox- wrestling with the reality of both light 
and darkness in our lives and in the world 
 
4. Natural World- tapping into the ever-present 
wonder of God's creation 
 
5. Relationships- opening ourselves to the divine 
image in the other 
 
6. Fruitful work- engaging in our daily work to 
contribute to the good of the world 
 
7. Rest- letting go and trusting in God's care 
 
Pastor Nathan 

 

 

June 14, 2016 
 

 
 

July Newsletter Deadline: 
June 15, 2016 

 

Your help in observing this deadline will be greatly 
appreciated!! 

 

DORCAS CIRCLE 
                                 will meet on  

Wednesday, June 15, 2016 at 1:30 p.m. 

 
  

June 19, 2016 
 



 

Fathers are Wonderful People 
 

Fathers are wonderful people 
Too little understood,  

And we do not sing their praises 
As often as we should...  

 
For, somehow, Father seems to be 

The man who pays the bills,  
While Mother binds up little hurts 

And nurses all our ills...  
 

And Father struggles daily 
To live up to "HIS IMAGE" 
As protector and provider 

And "hero or the scrimmage"... 
 

And perhaps that is the reason 
We sometimes get the notion,  
That Fathers are not subject 
To the thing we call emotion,  

 
But if you look inside Dad's heart,  

Where no one else can see 
You'll find he's sentimental 
And as "soft" as he can be...  

 
But he's so busy every day 
In the grueling race of life,  

He leaves the sentimental stuff 
To his partner and his wife...  

 
But Fathers are just WONDERFUL 

In a million different ways,  
And they merit loving compliments 

And accolade of praise,  
 

For the only reason Dad aspires 
To fortune and success 

Is to make the family proud of him 
And to bring them happiness...  

 
And like OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,  

He's a guardian and a guide,  
Someone that we can count on 
To be ALWAYS ON OUR SIDE.  

 

Helen Steiner Rice 

 
ADOPT the BULLETIN BOARD 

 

Thank you to the following people who have signed up 
to decorate the bulletin board in the front entryway of 
the church! 
 
June   Toni Lopez 
July   Barb Mentzer 
August  Available for Adoption 
  
If you would like to be a part of this special ministry, 
please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 to sign up for a 
month or two! 

 

 
 
 

When:   1st & 3rd Fridays of each month 
Time:  1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
Where: CUPC Fellowship Hall 
 
Visit with friends… 

Bring a snack to share… 
Enjoy a game of cribbage… 

 
If you are 55 years or over, 

you are invited to join the fun! 
 

If you have any questions, 
call Bill or Caroline McNamar 989-0149.  

 

 

  Book Study News 
The book study group is “taking a break” 
until July!  Please watch for information in 

future newsletters! 
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Join the CUPC Outreach, Inc. Team to raise 

funds for a very special mission project! 
 

Outreach, Inc. is a program that offers a unique way 

to fight hunger.  They offer volunteers the 

opportunity to package simple, nutritious meals in an 

assembly line fashion.  Each meal costs only 25 

cents….just $10.00 provides 40 meals. 
 

THANK YOU to all who have helped JAM Session 

raise funds so far!  We are still working to reach our 

$2500.00 goal so that we can host our own event 

during the fall of 2016.  You can help by making a 

contribution through your regular giving. 

 

Outreach, Inc. Funds

Goal 2,500.00$    
Contributions To Date (2,132.47)$   
To Reach Goal 367.53$       

 

Outreach Program is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 

corporation that organizes food packaging events 

around the country. With more than 300 million 

meals packaged to date, the organization’s mission 

is to provide safe water, food, medical care, and 

education to those in need, at home and abroad. 

To learn more about Outreach, Inc. go to 

www.outreachprogram.org 
 

 

Just a reminder…. 

When bringing 
beverages into the 

sanctuary, please be 
sure to use a spill-

proof container! 
 

Thank you for your        
                                            cooperation! 

 

 
 

The Mission Committee of Community United 

Presbyterian Church is sponsoring a benefit event for 

Nicole Jones and her family. 

Nicole and Dan Jones have lived in Hartford for 12 1/2 

years. They have 3 sons...Wyatt (10), Zack (7) and Eli 

(6). 

Nicole is the Assistant Principal at Carlisle High 

School. 

She was diagnosed and treated for uterine cancer in 

2013. After treatment she was told she was cancer free 

and remained so for the last three years. In April, 2016, 

a mass was found in her upper left thorax. After a 

biopsy and PET scan, it was determined that cancer 

has returned and has spread.  

Nicole and Dan have traveled to Phoenix, Arizona for 

treatment at Cancer Centers of America. 

This event is being held to help the Jones family with 

expenses during Nicole's treatment. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the entire Jones 

family. May God provide healing for Nicole and peace 

and hope for all those who care for her. 

http://www.outreachprogram.org/


 
 

“EXERCISE YOUR FAITH” 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

June 10 - 12, 2016 
 

Plan to join the fun for this year's Vacation 
Bible School “Exercise Your Faith” to take 
place June 10th -12th! Since this is an 
Olympic Year, our theme for this year 
incorporates the various ways that we can 
exercise our faith through study, play and 
service. Come join us for the fun at 
Community United Presbyterian Church!! 
 
The schedule will be: 
 
Friday, June 10                      6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
We will celebrate “Opening Ceremonies” 
filled with great fanfare!  There will be 
music, games and activities as well as a 
Bible lesson. 
  
Saturday, June 11              10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Let the games begin!  There will be 
competitive games and contests, as well as 
music, crafts and activities centered with 
various “Olympic” Bible stories!  Be sure to 
dress appropriately to participate in 
several athletic activities. 
 
Sunday, June 12                                      9 a.m. 
Sunday morning worship will be our 
“Closing Ceremonies”!  We will celebrate in 
true Olympic style! 
 

Pre-registration:  Contact Ann Polito at (515) 
681-9519.  All ages are invited to attend.  If a 
child is younger than 5, we ask that they have an 
adult or middle school/high school aged friend to 
accompany them. 
 
To volunteer or to ask questions, please 
contact Jenn Lamb, Scott Johnson, or Pastor 
Nathan. 
Please note:  All volunteers working with 
youth must complete volunteer training.  
Information for this is available through 
Jenn Lamb.  
 

Let the Games Begin!!! 
 

 
A Prayer of Sympathy and Faith 

for the family and friends of: 
 

Rick Barnes 

Helen Bartholomew 

Bridgett’s daughter 

Norm Engle 

Lonnie Greenfield 

Wanda Hammond 

Pat Mesecher 

Jim Mort 

Mike Ogden 

Don Parmer 

Chad Parson 

Jason Smith 

Jerry Teets 

Florence Warren 
 

In the love of God,  

may you find strength and peace. 

In the prayers of friends,  

may you find comfort and love. 
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Saluting those who are 

Serving with Pride 

 

Thomas Blackmon 

Bradley Burrell 

Hunter Carter 

Brian Casson 

Travis Cernetisch 

Sam Clark 

Elijah Conrey 

Jake Dingman 

Mitchel Dingeman 

Cody DeMoss 

Bobby DuBois 

Christian Duncan 

Seth Durham 

Joseph Ermler 

José Carlos Garcia, Sr. 

Mark Eddy 

Jonathan Hicks 

Darcy “Doc” Hommer 

Nick Johnson 

Tanner Jors 

Kerry Kuhn 

Neil Langgaard 

Adam Lawrence 

Rich Lawrence, Jr. 

Michael Love 

John Malone 

Jeromy McGee 

Mike McGough 

Taylor McVay 

Scarlett Merrifield 

Trenton Merrifield 

Turner Merrifield 

Eric Morrow 

Jared Newman 

Charles “Chase” Oakley 

Raymond Reed 

Mark Roach 

Allyson Scott 

Tyler Simmons 

Adam Snook 

Jacob Sperr 

James Sperr 

Tommy Thompson 

Nick Vanderpool 

Rush Wyckoff 

Chris Wysong 
 

Please lift these military men and women and their families  
in your thoughts and prayers.  

 

 Let there be Peace on Earth                    

         And let it begin with me. 

 

 
 

 
 

Please remember those currently  
deployed or stationed overseas: 

 

Sam Clark 
Joseph Ermler 

Mike McGough  
Please also remember to pray for their 

families for the sacrifice they make while 
their loved one is serving our country. 

 

 
 

 
Thank you and 

Welcome Home! 
 

Tom Blackmon 

 

The soldier shown above has 

recently returned from his 

military service assignment. 

 

We are thankful for your service 

and for your safety in coming 

home! 
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Baby Blessings! 

 

Before you were born 

we dreamed of you, we imagined you,  

we prayed for you. 
 

Now that you are here, we hope for you, we love 

you, we thank God for you. 
 

We are sharing in your joy and wishing you a 

lifetime of God’s blessings of love and 

happiness. 
   

 

 
 

 

Isaiah Lee James Nesler 
 

May 4, 2016 
 

6 pounds 12.4 ounces 

19 1/4 inches long 
 

Congratulations to Annie & Matthew 

big sister, Brooklyn 

Grandma Bonnie & Grandpa Randy 

Great-grandparents Bette & Mike Pierce  

and Uncle Stephen & Aunt Shannah! 

 

 
     Nursery care is available for children 0-4 years of 
age.  (Older children are encouraged to attend 
Children’s Church during worship and enjoy the Kid’s 
Korner during fellowship.) 
     At least two volunteers who have gone through the 
SafeChurch Training will be available to be in the 
nursery during worship each Sunday. 
     Parents may bring their children to the nursery 5 – 
10 minutes before worship begins.  (8:50 a.m. or 
after) and pick them up immediately following 
worship. 
     Please provide for your child’s needs while they are 
being cared for in the nursery.   A bag with diapers, 
wipes, and a change of clothes will be greatly 
appreciated.  Please also bring whatever snacks and 
drinks you will allow your children to have!   
         

If you have any questions or wish to register your 
children for nursery care, please contact Bonnie Nesler at 

971-6151.  

  
 

 

Summer is here  
and the grass is growing… 

 
This mowing season the church has contracted to 
have the church yard treated regularly and mowed 
on a weekly basis. 
 
If you are interested in specifically helping support 
this expense, you may make a financial gift to help 
by making note with your monetary gift. 
 
Your support will be GREATLY appreciated! 
 

CUPC Property & Finance Committee 
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Once Upon a Time… 

         Long, Long Ago  
Tuesday, July 26, 2016 

6:30 p.m. 
 

In appreciation to all belonging to our Presbyterian 
Women's group, we are having a WEDDING STYLE 
SHOW, Tuesday, July 26th at 6:30 p.m.  Please put 
this date on your calendar.   
You are encouraged to invite any lady friends and 
neighbors from surrounding area to this event. 
If you would like to share your wedding gown by 
"styling" it or allowing someone to wear it, please 
contact me. We already have one gown to be 
shared that is well over 100 years old.   

This will be a great celebration…. 
wedding cake and all!! 

 
Donna Hall, PW President                           515-783-

5007 

 

THANK 

 
YOU! 

 

Hello!  I just got the package the church sent 

and wanted to thank you all for doing that. It 

was truly a surprise. I am blessed to have a 

whole church supporting what I do. Thank you 

all, and look forward to seeing you all in the 

near future.  

 

Much love! 

Christian Duncan 
 

 

After 170 days in 
the NICU, 

Mr. Walker David 
Ramirez 

“graduated” 
and went home 

with his mommy 
and daddy on  

May 11! 
 

 
 

Praise be to God for this wonderful answer 
to our prayers for this miracle boy! 

 
Each month our prayer list will reflect the prayer requests 
shared during the previous 4 weeks.  If there are those who 
need to remain on the list for multiple months, please contact 
Ann Polito at 681-9519. 

 

In our 
prayers… 
 

Please remember the following in your thoughts and 

prayers: 

 AIB Staff as they prepare for closure on June 30. 

 Albert Allen as he is treated for pancreatitis. 

 Sharon Allen as she recuperates following back 

surgery. 

 Diane Bascom as she is treated for colon cancer.  

 Olivia Bauman as she is treated for infantile 

spasms…a type of epilepsy. 



 Jeannette Bennett as she recovers from surgery 

for a brain tumor. 

 Tom Blackmon as he discerns God’s direction for 

the future. 

 Brylea Boatright as she recuperates from a broken 

finger. 

 Addie Brenden as she is treated for 

neuroblastoma. 

 Samantha Brittain as she receives cancer 

treatment. 

 Kerry Campbell as he is treated for liver & colon 

cancer.  

 Carol as she recuperates after receiving coronary 

stents. 

 Marilyn Casson as she recuperates from surgery 

and receives cancer treatment. 

 Aaron Christofferson as he is treated for lung and 

colon cancer. 

 Molly Cox as she is on a year-long mission trip. 

 Kim Dingeman-Crook as she deals with lung 

condition. 

 Christina Donahoo as she is treated for a brain 

tumor. 

 Danel Drake as he deals with health issues. 

 Kaylee Durham as she works in the United 

Kingdom for 6 months. 

 Easter Lake Administrative Commission 

 George Erickson as he deals with health issues. 

 Romain & Catherine Etcheverry as they deal 

with her Alzheimer’s and she receives Hospice 

care and he experiences major life adjustments. 

 Bob Foulke as he receives cancer treatment. 

 Terri Foulke as she deals with health issues. 

 Ashley George as she is treated for colon cancer 

following delivery of baby. 

 Glen Gooch as he deals with health challenges. 

 Jon Goode as he is treated for throat cancer. 

 Annette Grow as she deals with health issues. 

 Charles Hall as he receives cancer treatment. 

 Donna Hall as she deals with hip problems. 

 Mary Ann Hall as she deals with health concerns. 

 Seth Hammond & other Drake students as they 

travel in Europe. 

 Nick Hartmann as he receives cancer treatment. 

 Judy Hetrick as she is treated for pancreatic 

cancer. 

 Harold Isley as he deals with health challenges. 

 Larry Jack as he recovers from a back and foot 

injury. 

 Madonna Jack as battles a respiratory ailment. 

 Jessica and husband as they try to conceive a 

child through medical methods. 

 Sally Job as she receives cancer treatment. 

 Nicole Jones as she receives cancer treatment. 

 Jude (2 years old) as he waits for a lung transplant. 

 Radean Kelce as she recuperates from respiratory 

infection and is diagnosed with diabetes. 

 Caitlyn King as she receives cancer treatment. 

 Del Lane as he is treated for blood cancer. 

 Laura as she prepares for surgery on June 17. 

 Lehman-Bower family as their twins grow. 

 John Lines as he is treated for non-Hodgkin’s 

lymphoma. 

 Toni Lopez as she prepares for elbow surgery. 

 Rob Major as he recuperates from open heart 

surgery. 

 Nicky Malone as she receives cancer treatment. 

 Rev. George Mason as he deals with health 

concerns.  

 Diane Maughan as she receives cancer treatment. 

 Jan McCaughey as he recovers from stroke. 

 Bill McNeeley as he receives cancer treatment. 

 Michelle Meyers as she receives breast cancer 

treatment. 

 Robbin Middleton as she is treated for breast 

cancer. 

 Jill Christensen as she recovers from rupturing her 

ACL. 

 Michealla Moore as she receives treatment for 

breast cancer. 

 Tracey Munsell & family as they deal with 

multiple deaths within the family. 

 Annie Nesler as she is treated for kidney stones. 

 Betty Norman as she is treated for bladder cancer. 

 DeAnn Oakley as she recovers following surgery 

due to a leg infection. 

 Angela Owen as she is treated for breast cancer. 

 PCUSA General Assembly as they meet June 18 

– 25 in Portland, Oregon. 

 Doug Pendry as he participates in a cancer 

treatment study group. 

 Cinda Polito as she begins a new job. 

 Presbytery of Des Moines 

 Jean Polland as she is treated for ductile 

carcinoma and additional concern. 

 Walker David Ramirez as he grows and develops 

after premature birth. 

 Claren Rawson as he is treated for circulation 

issues in his legs. 

 Shiloh Rawson & unborn twins as she is on 

bedrest for the remainder of pregnancy. 



 Bob Ray, Jr. as he is treated for bone cancer. 

 Martha Richards as she deals with health 

concerns. 

 Dave Ross as he is treated for heart issues. 

 Louis Ruchotzke as he receives Hospice care. 

 Angie Sanders as she receives cancer treatment. 

 Session as they provide leadership for CUPC. 

 Ron Sharp as he recovers from a fractured pelvis 

after a fall. 

 Wendell Shellabarger as he deals with a blood 

cancer. 

 Harriet Sievers as she receives treatment for 

pancreatic cancer. 

 Amanda Smith as she is treated for carcinoma. 

 Diane Smith as she receives pain management 

treatment. 

 Frances Smith as she deals with health challenges. 

 Jeani Smith as she has double knee replacement. 

 Jenny Smith as she is monitored after finding a 

cyst. 

 Robin Spence as she prepares for 2 cornea 

transplants. 

 Verle Spence as he is treated for leg problems. 

 Keith Stewart as he deals with health challenges. 

 Birdie Stocker as she deals with health challenges. 

 Carolyn Stradley as she is treated for skin cancer. 

 Sara Sutter as she prepares for a ministerial call 

beginning July 1. 

 Jody Sylvester as she is treated for pancreatic 

cancer. 

 Ella Teno as she experiences cancer relapse and 

treatment is determined. 

 Keegan White as he is treated for Hodgkin’s 

disease. 

 Dave Wilkens as he is treated for cancer. 

 Ty Williams as he is treated for a brain tumor. 

 Cathi Windus as she is treated for breast cancer. 

 Youth of CUPC  
 

Pray without ceasing!  
 

 

Splinters from the Board 

        
 

Splinters from the Board – May 15, 2016 

 

A summary of the meeting follows: 

 

 Announced pulpit supply for June 19 (Rev. Kip 

Harris) and June 27 (Ron Smith) 

 Discussed creation of CUPC scholarship 

committee 

 Met and reviewed financial investments with 

Joe Schettler 

 Reported $370 raised for care packages-25 

college and 3 military 

 Reported approval of baptism request of Annie 

& Matt Nesler for Isaiah 

 Reported approximately 25 present for 

Graduation Sunday breakfast 

 Reported average attendance for April was 56 

 Reported bell storage will remain in the sound 

room 

 Reported Communion served to 50 of 53 

present on April 17 

 Reported discussion of timing of drapes on 

cross and tomb during Lent/Easter 

 Reported Dropbox being used for slides and 

announcements for worship 

 Reported elevator inspection has been 

completed 

 Reported Fogleman’s Piano Service scheduled 

to tune 2 pianos in June 

 Reported Food Pantry for February was 58 

items and April was 36 items 

 Reported items donated by AIB College of 

Business 

 Reported MidAmerican scheduling meter 

replacement 

 Reported music usage being reported to CCLI  

 Reported Noisy Collection for May was 

$112.76 

 Reported Outreach for April:  41 cards, 4 

meals, 16 calls, 5 visits 

 Reported Outreach for February:  52 cards, 15 

meals, 27calls, 9 visits 



 Reported Outreach, Inc. project has raised 

approximately $1987.47 

 Reported participation on Graduation Sunday 

by 3 graduates 

 Reported Pastor Nathan will provide children’s 

sermons during summer & children’s bulletins 

will be printed 

 Reported pastoral activities for April/May 

 Reported progress on Vacation Bible School 

 Reported treat bags given to women on 

Mother’s Day 

 Reported update on Repurposing project 

 Reported visitation schedule and other 

initiatives will be developed 

 Reported voting membership of 94 and affiliate 

membership of 214 
 

April, 2016

Income 4,627.83$      *

Expenses 7,611.84$      

Account Balances

JAM Session 1,303.16$      

General Fund 6,867.17$      

Savings 12,678.50$    

Bracy H Hammond Youth Fund 2,479.71$      

Balance Due on Elevator Debt (10.00)$          

* This figure does not include last week in April income  
 

The next meeting was scheduled for Sunday, June 12, 

2016, at 10:45 a.m. 

 

Hartford Community 
Garage Sale Day--June 4, 2016 

 
The Hartford Betterment Committee is sponsoring the 
annual community garage sale day in Hartford on June 4, 
2016. 
 
Maps for registered garage sales will be available at the 
Masonic Lodge. Sales are scheduled from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
The committee will serve lunch and have a bake sale to 
raise funds for their treasury.  Donations of baked goods 
may be delivered to the lodge on Saturday morning. 
 
Please contact Caroline McNamar (989-0149) with any 
questions.         
 

 

Give It Away 
5K 

Thank You 
 

The Fourth Annual Give it 
Away 5K – Lorrie 

Shetterly Memorial Event was held on May 7, 2016.  
It was a beautiful morning!  Around 220 people 
participated in either the run or walk events.  The 
morning concluded with a memorial balloon 
launch. 

This year’s proceeds will be used to support the 
Comfort Therapies (music, art, pet and massage) 
provided by UnityPoint Hospice. 

At the UnityPoint Donor Recognition Dinner held 
recently, Give it Away 5K was recognized as one of 
the donors at the $10,000 and above level. A plaque 
denoting this will be permanently displayed on the 
donor board inside Taylor House. 

THANK YOU to everyone who participates, 
supports, and donates to the event—you are 
making a difference! 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 6, 2017, 
and plan to join us again next year! 

 

 
 
Dear South Central Partnership Friends, 

 
   Rev. Katherine Pater, our Mission Co-Worker from El 
Salvador, will be itinerating in the Presbytery of Des 
Moines from June 1st to the 14th.  
   You are invited to a picnic in Lucas Park on Saturday, 
June 4, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  (Lucas Park is by the 
pond right off Highway 34 and before you cross the 
railroad tracks to enter Lucas.)   
   Maid rites and drinks will be provided.  Please bring 
a friend and a dish to share!  You will hear first-hand 
about our mission work in El Salvador. 

 
Hope to see you at the picnic, 

Rev. Linda O’Connell 



Some  
things  
to  
Ponder  
on…….. 
 
 

Once all villagers decided to pray for rain, on 
the day of prayer all the people gathered, but 
only one boy came with an umbrella. 
 

That's FAITH! 
 
When you throw a baby in the air, she 
laughs because she knows you will catch her. 
 

That's TRUST! 
 
Every night we go to bed, without any 
assurance of being alive the next morning but 
still we set the alarms to wake up. 
 

That's HOPE! 
  
We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of 
zero knowledge of the future. 
 

That's CONFIDENCE! 
  
We see the world suffering, but still we get 
married and have children. 
 

That's LOVE! 
   
On an old man's shirt was written a sentence 
“I am not 90 years old......I am sweet 16 with 
74 years’ experience.” 
 

That's ATTITUDE! 
 
 

 

 
      According to a recent study, children understand 

magnetism better before they go to school than they do 

afterwards. In other words, give a kid a couple of 

magnets and let him play with them a while and he will 

have a pretty solid grasp of the concept of magnetism. 

But, if you start talking about magnetic fields and 

show him some charts and graphs about polarity, he is 

much more likely to be confused about the subject. 

Explanations are not always helpful. I suppose it is 

theoretically possible for a person to learn to swim by 

reading about it and attending lectures about 

swimming technique but, when we took our kids for 

swimming lessons, we wanted them to learn in an 

actual swimming pool.  

     These days, it seems we are living in the age of 

debate. Regardless of the topic — religious, political, 

or scientific — there is always a large number of 

people ready to express their o pinions on any given 

subject. You would think that, with the information at 

our disposal, all this dialogue would eventually bring 

about clarity and understanding. Surely an open 

minded exchange of ideas would help us discover the 

truth and allow us to come to an agreement about how 

to solve the world’s problems. Wouldn’t it? Anyone? 

Hello? Actually, I’m not sure I have ever seen a person 

argued into the Kingdom of God. As a matter of fact, 

the most heated arguments about God are waged 

among people who don’t really know Him. They know 

what they have read about Him and they are familiar 

with the opinions expressed about Him, but they don’t 

know Him. The amazing thing is, that is exactly what 

God invites us to do. Psalm 34:8 says, “Taste and see 

that the Lord is good.” God wants us to do so much 

more than just know about Him; He invites us to know 

Him. A few minutes of actual experience can teach 

more than hours of discussion. Until someone has 

actually experienced the love of Christ expressed by 

those who know Him, they are not likely to 

understand. Some things just can’t be explained. 

 
This article is shared with permission from Bro. Dick Powell of Woodridge Baptist 

Church in Shreveport, Louisiana. 



	  

Pentecost Offering 
 The total given to our Pentecost 
Offering this year is $145. Forty 
percent of that, or $58, will remain at 
CUPC for impacting the lives of youth 
in our community. 
 Thank you!!  
 

 
 on  	    

NOISY	  COLLECTION!	  
for Missions 

 2016 GOAL:  $   1,500 
 Beginning balance:  $ 387.48 
 May collection:   $ 112.76 
 Total Y-T-D 2016: $ 500.24 
We	  gave	  so	  well	  to	  Noisy	  Collection	  in	  May.	  	  
Unfortunately,	  we’re	  about	  $125	  behind	  in	  
reaching	  our	  goal	  for	  the	  year.	  	  As	  it	  turns	  out,	  
we	  need	  to	  raise	  about	  $125	  per	  month	  to	  
meet	  our	  Mission	  giving	  goal	  of	  $1,500.	  	  So	  a	  
good	  way	  to	  look	  at	  it	  is	  that	  we’re	  only	  one	  
month	  behind	  in	  our	  giving.	  	  That	  doesn’t	  
sound	  too	  difficult,	  does	  it?	  	  It’s	  only	  about	  
$18	  per	  month	  more	  than	  the	  original	  goal.	  	  	  

I	  know	  that	  together	  we	  can	  do	  this!	  Let’s	  all	  
bring	  just	  a	  few	  more	  quarters	  for	  Noisy	  
Collection	  on	  June	  12th,	  and	  we’ll	  be	  on	  our	  
way.	  	  Thanks,	  everyone!	  

CCA	  Food	  Pantry	  Challenge	  2016	  
We’ve	  collected	  309	  items	  this	  year.	  	  Thanks	  to	  each	  of	  you	  who	  gives	  so	  generously.	  	  Items	  suggested	  
for	  June	  are:	  

hair	  conditioner	  	  	  *	  	  	  shampoo	  	  *	  	  facial	  tissue	  	  	  **	  	  	  jam/jelly	  	  	  **	  	  	  Jell-‐O	  	  	  **	  	  	  	  
If	  you’d	  like	  to	  see	  the	  entire	  list	  for	  2016,	  go	  to	  Hartfordupc.org/Missions/CCA	  Food	  Pantry.	  

Outreach	  numbers	  for	  April:	  
• 41	  cards	  sent	  
• 16	  calls	  made	  
• 4	  meals	  prepared	  &	  shared	  
• 5	  visits	  made	  

Thanks	  to	  each	  of	  you	  for	  your	  part	  in	  
taking	  care	  of	  each	  other.	  

Your 2016 Mission Committee: 
Deb Griffin, Chair Donna Hall, Co-Chair 
Pastor Nathan Ann Polito 
Lori Hollingsworth Stacy Johnson 
 
	  

	   The	  final	  distribution	  of	  the	  $811.98	  
given	  for	  	  the	  One	  Great	  Hour	  of	  Sharing	  
offering	  has	  been	  decided.	  
	   The	  children	  have	  chosen	  to	  pay	  for	  a	  
piglet	  ($40)	  and	  some	  tilapia	  fingerlings	  
($15)	  with	  the	  money	  they	  raised.	  	  The	  
Mission	  Committee	  chose	  a	  pair	  of	  goat	  
($178)	  and	  a	  beeskeeping	  kit	  	  ($240).	  	  
All	  of	  these	  gifts	  are	  for	  the	  very	  needy	  in	  
foreign	  countries.	  
	   The	  remainder	  of	  the	  funds	  raised	  
will	  go	  toward	  Spiritual	  Leadership	  
Training	  in	  Sudan,	  a	  country	  near	  and	  
dear	  to	  our	  hearts.	  
	   Thanks	  again	  for	  your	  generosity!	  



                                                                                             Elder of the Month:  Cinda Polito 

June 2016                  
◄ May 2016 June  2016 July 2016 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
 

2  
 Reserved:   
 Sheets/Walker 
 Wedding Rehearsal 

3  
 Reserved:   
 Sheets/Walker 
 Wedding  

4  
 Reserved:   
 Alumni Reunion 
  

5  
 

6  
 1:30p PW Board  
 Meeting   
  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 6:30p WAC Meeting 
 
 
                                 

10  
 1:30p Senior Citizens 

 
6-8p Exercise Your 
Faith Vacation Bible  
School 

11  

 

  
10a-2p Exercise Your 
Faith Vacation Bible  
School 

12  
 COMMUNION 
 Noisy Collection 
 SESSION 
9-11a Exercise Your 
Faith Vacation Bible  
School  

13  
 
 
 

 

14  
 
 
 

                             

15  
 Newsletter Deadline 
1:30p Dorcas Circle 
 
5-8p Benefit for Nicole 
Jones at Pizza Ranch 
in Indianola 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 
 
 
PCUSA General 
Assembly, Portland, OR 
Begins 

19  
 
 
 

20  
 
 
 

21  
 
 
 

22  
 
 
 

23  
 
 
 

24  
1:30p Senior Citizens 
 
 

25  
 

PCUSA General 
Assembly, Portland, OR 
Concludes 

26  
   FOOD PANTRY 
       SUNDAY  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

Notes: 

Sunday Worship Schedule:  Worship at 9:00a ~~ Fellowship at 10:00a 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/May-Calendar/May-2016-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/July-Calendar/July-2016-Calendar.html
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=vbs+olympics&view=detailv2&&id=64E366DD89A1FD4F58F5F2AB6728FD75BABBA582&selectedIndex=0&ccid=RuZMP%2btS&simid=608021534482498476&thid=OIP.M46e64c3feb52f3a6f862b46e765fefdbo0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=vbs+olympics&view=detailv2&&id=64E366DD89A1FD4F58F5F2AB6728FD75BABBA582&selectedIndex=0&ccid=RuZMP%2btS&simid=608021534482498476&thid=OIP.M46e64c3feb52f3a6f862b46e765fefdbo0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=vbs+olympics&view=detailv2&&id=64E366DD89A1FD4F58F5F2AB6728FD75BABBA582&selectedIndex=0&ccid=RuZMP%2btS&simid=608021534482498476&thid=OIP.M46e64c3feb52f3a6f862b46e765fefdbo0


   COMMUNITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
                           P.O. Box 903 
                       Hartford, IA 50118 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“EXERCISE YOUR FAITH” 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

June 10 - 12, 2016          
  
JANUARY 
 
 
 
JUNE

1 Jeff Menke

2 Pat Griffin; Caroline McNamar; Debbie Walker

3 Sarah Casson; Michelle Oakley; Michael Shetterly

4 Pat & Deb Griffin, Anniversary

 Lewey & Ann Polito, Anniversary

6 Zachary DuShane; Ron Smith

7 Seth Curry; Marlie Frederick; Mary Kate Oakley

Bob & Terri Foulke, Anniversary

8 Jonathan Rutledge; Stanley & Liz Overstake, Anniversary

 Nick & Kendra Pedicini, Anniversary

10 John Marco

11 Madonna Jack; Tracy Johnston; Scott Robinson; Ruth Willis

12 Doug Buchanan; Donald Wiley

Ryan & Brianne Sears, Anniversary

13 Aurora Lamb

14 Dennis Buchanan; Kendra Pedicini

 Denny & Michelle Oakley, Anniversary

15 Lisa Shelton-Smith; Brian & Karen Black, Anniversary

16 Logan Buchanan; Dominic Gooch

17 Trenton Noble; Ann Polito; Bryan Rawson

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 Sean Rodman; Christopher Walker

21 Mark Goldsberry; Ashley Huen; Traci McCaughey

 Garth Oakley; Lewey Polito; Ruth Thornburg

22 Brandon Beckmann; Jennifer Blackmon; Heather Tucker

23 Danyel Drake; Josh Edenburn; Morgan Edenburn

 Cord Erickson

24 Mick & Leah Sheehey, Anniversary

25 Paul Hansen; Steve Maxwell, Jr.; Brad Witte

26 Lonnie Goode

27 Zachary VanSickle

28 Sharon Allen; Daphne Hayes-Mentzer

29 Natalie Broich; Rick Marble; Jeff Rodman

30 Leah Drake; Dennis & Kim Duncan, Anniversary

Larry & Dora McCaughey, Anniversary

 
Please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 with birthdays or 

anniversaries to add or correct. 
Thank you. 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
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